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The Convention on-the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Articles,
20 and-26), the World Health Assembly resolution-WWHAS8.23 and
the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of
Opportunities-for: Persons with Disabilities all highlight the
Importance of assistive devices. States-are reguested 1o promeaote
access to-assistive devices-and-technologies

and facilitate training for people with disabilities and

professionals and staff working in habilitation and - rehabilitation
services.

What WHQO is doing
WHO, in partnership with collaborating centres and partners, is assisting these efforts by:
3 developing normative guidelines

3 organizing regional and country workshops, meetings and seminars to promote and facilitate
access to assistive devices

3 providing assistance for the development of national policies and programmes. - on assistive devices
and technologies  with a focus on human resource development

3 creating a database on availability of appropriate assistive devices and technologies
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e Jacobzone:- (1999) ha cercate: di sStimare- la
disabilita-  tra’ gli. anziani considerando S0I10
|-a n dil s asbelvielrilodendo: cioe solo quegl

Individui - con' almena: una restrizione - ADL (Activity
daily living) .
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Implications
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Table 3.7 Percentage of people aged 65 and over requiring assistance in at least one ADL, Italy

1981

1994

1989/00

Total population in households (%)
[65 and over, age-adj.]"? 158
[85 and over, crude] 13.7
[B5 to 74] 56
[75 to 84] 18.3
[85 and over] §3.2
Male (%) _—

[65 and over, age-adj.]'"” 15.0
[65 and over, crude] 12.2
[65 to 74) 55
75 to 84) 177
[85 and over] 408
Female (%) =3

[85 and over, age-ad]|"” 15.8
[65 and over, crudse] 149
165 to 74) 58
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{85 and over] 54.7

Total population in institutions (%)
[65 and over, crude]
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13.7
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Top 10 conditions associated with functional limitation or disability
s US population aged 65 and older, 2001
Arthritis/Rheumatism Vision problem
Heart problem | 7 Lung/Breathing problem

Hypertension Fracture/Bone/Joint injury

Back/Neck problem Stroke
Diabetes Hearing problem

Source: Freedman, Martin, and Schoeni, 2004 (authors’ analysis of the
2001 National Health Interview Survey; the survey excludes people living in institutions)
Note: The numbers add up to more than 100% because of co-morbidities







