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WHO

The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Articles, 
20 and 26), the World Health Assembly resolution WHA58.23 and 
the United Nations Standard Rules on the Equalization of 
Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities all highlight the 
importance of assistive devices. States are requested to promote 
access to assistive devices and technologies at an affordable 
cost and facilitate training for people with disabilities and 
professionals and staff working in habilitation and rehabilitation 
services.

What WHO is doing

WHO, in partnership with collaborating centres and partners, is assisting these efforts by:

É developing normative guidelines 

É organizing regional and country workshops, meetings and seminars to promote and facilitate 
access to assistive devices 

É providing assistance for the development of national policies and programmes on assistive devices 
and technologies with a focus on human resource development 

É creating a database on availability of appropriate assistive devices and technologies 



Prevalenza della disabilità tra gli 

anziani

É Jacobzone (1999 ) ha cercato di stimare la
disabilità tra gli anziani considerando solo
lañdisabilit¨severaòincludendo cioè solo quegli
individui con almeno una restrizione ADL (Activity
daily living) .



disabilità tra gli anziani in Italia 
Trends in Severe Disability Among Elderly People:

Assessing the Evidence in 12 OECD Countries and the Future

Implications

Gaétan Lafortune, Gaëlle Balestat, and the Disability Study
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